
 

 

 

 

 

Weekday Weed Warriors – key to success 

The theme of this àÌÈÙɀÚɯnewsletter is collaboration, so it has to start with our 

wonderful Weekday Weed Warriors, who do great work at a different site each 

Tuesday morning . The group  burgeoned this year, often amounting to a full -

scale work party. And Ɂ6ÖÙÒɯ×ÈÙÛàɂɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛɯÛÌÙÔȮɯÚince we often enjoy a 

chatty coffee or light lunch after wards.   

Besides their essential work at Friends of Five Creeks projects, the Weed 

Warriors help many other organizations. This year , for example, we helped the 

Bay Area Early Detection Network control two new invasives ɬ butterbur in 

Tilden Park and Algerian sea lavender on the Bay. Weed Warriors also lent a 

hand to other groups including Golden Gate Audubon Society, Aquatic Park 

$&1$3ȮɯÈÕËɯ4"ɯ!ÌÙÒÌÓÌàɀÚɯBlake Garden in Kensington.  

On the waterfront – new collaborations as older projects mature 

Turning waste places into sustainable, resilient natural areas in the city 

takes years. Eventually, natives take hold and maintenance needs 

dwindle . It has been a joy this year to see this happen at the beach at 

the mouth of Strawberry CreekȮɯÈÛɯ!ÌÙÒÌÓÌàɀÚɯ2ÏÖÙÌÉÐÙËɯ/ÈÙÒȮɯÈÕËɯ

along the shore north of Pt. Isabel, where we removed ice plant.  

  

This means more time for our volunteers at other projects! We have 

worked along the Bay near the mouth of Schoolhouse Creek for years, 

removing a forest of broom and towering Pampas grass, plus opening 

ÝÐÌÞɯɁÞÐÕËÖÞÚɂɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ!Èàȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȮɯtightening our partnership 

with East Bay Regional Park District, we began planting ɬ UC 

volunteers put in more than 100 drought - and salt-tolerant plants in 

November! Gradually, we hope to expand the hardy pockets of native 

vegetation in this World -War-II -era garbage landfill.  

Cerrito

On Cerrito Creek at El Cerrito Plaza, the creek banks stripped when a new, curving  channel was dug in 2003 

now are shaded by thriving native bushes and trees. The creekside trails where we wheel -barrowed 

decomposed granite are popular with stroller s, shoppers, and commuters. Besides litter cleanup, our work here 

now is mainly fill -in planting and pruning ɬ ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙÓàɯÛÖɯÖ×ÌÕɯÜ×ɯɁÞÐÕËÖÞÚɂɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÌɯÓÖÝÌÓàɯ

creek created by the eight-year-old restoration.  

 

Downstream at the foot of Albany Hill, our longstanding 

partnerships with Albany and El Cerrito have paid off. T he 

creekside trail we helped create is heavily used, and the table 

and benches we donated to the two ciÛÐÌÚɀɯCreekside Parks draw 

many to these urban oases. Less than 300 feet of bank remains 

choked with evergreen blackberry  ɬ we have slowed down 

removal  to give native shrubs time to replace habitat.  

 

Two November planting work parties drew 67 volunteers, 

mostly high -school and college students. We also moved inland 

and uphill, recruiting Boy Scouts seeking Eagle rank to repair 

badly deteriorated, eroding trails on Albany Hill.  This work 

with youth is a critical part of our mission, as we inspire the 

next generation of environmental stewards!  

 

 
Wildflowers and native grasses now 

flourish at the mouth of Strawberry 

Creek in Berkeley. 

 

Albany and El Cerrito Creekside Parks ɬ 

From weeds to urban oasis. 

 



 

 

Codornices Creek: new openings 

On Codornices "ÙÌÌÒȮɯÖÜÙɯÈÙÌÈɀÚɯÖÕÓàɯÛÙÖÜÛɯÚÛÙÌÈÔȮɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÙɯ

certainty about the future of th e block between 9th and 10th 

Streets led us to the big job of removing dense brush, sprouted 

from roots of disease-killed elms. This year, we created an open, 

savannah-like creeksiËÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯÌÕÙÐÊÏɯÞÐÛÏɯvaried 

natives plants for beauty and habitat .   

  

Working with UC Berkeley and the Codornices Creek Watershed 

Council, w e also continued heavy-duty thinning of willows 

downstream and recruited over 100 volunteers for the new, more 

open restoration between Sixth and Eighth Streets. 

Hillside Natural Area – saving creeks, 

oaks, and grasslands. 
 

$Óɯ"ÌÙÙÐÛÖɀÚɯ'ÐÓÓÚÐËÌɯ-ÈÛÜÙÈÓɯ ÙÌÈȮɯour largest new project, is 90 acres 

of sparkling creeklets, oak forest, and grassland. Partnering with the 

City of El Cerrito, we are tackling a massive, multi -year effort to 

control invasive French broom, which is squeezing out natives and 

increasing fire danger.   

 

Focusing first on the southern grasslands, we pulled out outl iers that 

could spread the broom infestation. We also are eradicating two large 

thi ckets. But success will take years. 

 

We have placed signs at entrances, asking visitors to pull a few 

broom seedlings. We have made a preliminary GPS map of invaded 

areas, and plans are underway to work with experts to dentify and 

map the surprising variet y of natives.  

Left: Volunteers pull broom seedlings at Hillside Natural Area, which has 

spectacular views. 

 

 

Talks, Walks, and other Outreach 

Besides our panel on the threat of Sudden Oak Death in the East 

Bay, which drew overflow crowds, in 2011 we hosted talks on life 

beneath the Bay, East Bay hawks, and how urban runoff can 

become a solution instead of a problem. 

 

We continued our varied walks, with our annual Wild Edibles 

walk, monthly walks for ages 50+, and evening excursions along 

Codornices to its mouth (joint with Berkeley Path Wanderers) 

and up Albany Hill (joint with Transition Albany).  

 

When the City of El Cerrito installed plaques on local history in  

sidewalks on San Pablo Avenue, we helped research and write 

three on natural history. 6ÌɯÚÜ××ÓÐÌËɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚɯÍÖÙɯÚÐÎÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÐÛàɀÚɯÙÌÔÖËÌÓÌËɯ1ÌÊàcling Center. 

 

We continued to update www.bluegreenbldg.org , our web site showcasing East Bay developments that treat 

urban runoff in innovative ways. We launched a Facebook page and continued to publish our e-newsletter, 

ÉÙÐÕÎÐÕÎɯÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯÕÌÞÚɯÛÖɯÈÓÔÖÚÛɯƕƔƔƔɯɁÚÜÉÚÊÙÐÉÌÙÚȭɂ 

 

 

Please help Friends of Five Creeks continue to help the environment!  

Donate by mail or online.  

And please join us at upcoming events, listed at www.fivecreeks.org!  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Fans of punk-rockers Green Day cleared 

ÉÙÜÚÏɯÈÛɯ"ÖËÖÙÕÐÊÌÚɯÍÖÙɯɁ&ÙÌÌÕɯ#ÈàɯAround 

ÛÏÌɯ6ÖÙÓËȭɂ 

 

 

Sidewalk plaque tells Cerrito 

"ÙÌÌÒɀÚɯÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭ 

http://www.bluegreenbldg.org/

