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June 20, 2023 

City of Berkeley Manager, Mayor, and Council 
Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront; Transportation and Infrastructure; and Community Health Commissions 
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Re: Pollution and public health risks from lack of toileting facilities for unhoused  

Berkeley Mayor, Council, staff, commission members; staff and members of the Regional Water Quality Control Board: 

Friends of Five Creeks, a 27-year-old, all-volunteer group working for creeks and watershed from Berkeley to Richmond, 
applauds planned capital projects that will green and beautify Aquatic Park. We look forward eagerly to Berkeley’s 
finding a way to help those living in RVs and camper vans  east of the park’s lagoons empty their sewage safely and 
without causing pollution. This effort should include providing portable toilets for those living in RVs and packed tent 
encampments like those on Eighth and Harrison, just south of Codornices Creek, in conditions that would disgrace many 
of the world’s poorest nations. 

We appreciate the city’s focus on providing stable, long-term housing, including a new $4.9 million state grant to convert 
another motel in the near future. Berkeley also is paying the Downtown Streets Team $1.6 million to engage the unhoused 
in picking up litter. It can afford a few thousand dollars for portable toilets and a pumping service to provide basic dignity 
and sanitation.  

Through the worst of the pandemic Friends of Five Creeks paid for a portable toilet at 8th and Codornices Creek, the north 
end of the tent encampment. We were grateful that the city eventually took it over, and sorry that it has now been removed 
– and that the two toilets formerly at 8th and Harrison are down to one. Campers have included the old, the incontinent, 
people with walkers and wheelchairs, and people who are seriously delusional and addicted. Do you think they will all 
walk hundreds of feet to wait at a toilet in the middle of the night? From experience, we know that they will have 
accidents that cause them to discard their clothing, or refuse to leave the toilet when the cleaner comes.

It goes without saying that under these conditions, human waste goes into storm drains and flows from there to creeks, 
Aquatic Park, and the Bay. This is supported by the attached record of city tests, showing near-continuous advisories due 
to exceedance of enterococcus standards in Aquatic Park after the Grayson Street RV site and pump station closed in fall 
2022. Anti-pollution agencies such as the Water Quality Control Board should not tolerate this. 

We hope to see basic sanitation a priority in policies and spending to end the epidemic of addiction, mental illness, and 
homelessness that shames and weakens our community and society.    

Sincerely, 

Susan Schwartz, President, Friends of Five Creeks 
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